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 The John Anson Ford Theatre presents 200 performances a year, an increase  of 

165 over the past decade. The attendance has grown from approximately 20,000      

attendees to 57,000 for the 2009 season.  The Ford Amphitheatre serves as a venue for 

many Los Angeles based performing arts companies that do not have facilities of their 

own and provides an opportunity to nurture and assist arts organizations in showcasing 

their talent.  The programming reflects the diversity and appreciation of our community 

for example, the Ford’s Community Bridges outreach program has focused on reaching 

Latino and Asian American Pacific Islander communities both in the audience and 

onstage. 

 The small 87-seat (Inside) the Ford provides a winter home for local theatre 

companies that receive both technical and promotional support similar to the services 

provided to the amphitheatre. 

 Funding from Proposition A money and generous support to the Ford Theatre 

Foundation, established 15 years ago to support the theatres, from many corporations 

and foundations has made possible many improvements that have resulted in upgraded 

infrastructure and amenities to serve both artists and patrons. 

 It is time to look at future possibilities for further development of the  
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programming, for capital improvements addressing parking and traffic issues and  

development of rehearsal, office and shop space for marketing services (i.e. box office 

and ticket sales) and for additional improvements.  Creation of a Ford Theatre Master 

Plan will guide the Arts Commission and the Department of Parks and Recreation in 

expanding opportunities for Los Angeles County based artists and communities. 

 In order to proceed expeditiously, the Ford Theatre Foundation should be 

responsible for development of the Master Plan, including managing the Request for 

Proposal and awarding and monitoring the contract. 

 I, THEREFORE, MOVE that the Board of Supervisors authorize the Chief 

Executive Office to execute a funding agreement with the Ford Theatre Foundation in 

the amount of $350,000 for development of a Master Plan for capitol improvements and 

programming at the Ford Theatres. 

 I FURTHER MOVE that the Board approve an appropriation adjustment to  
 
transfer $350,000 from Capital Project No. 77045 (Various Third District Capital  
 
improvements) to the Project and Facility Development Budget to allow transfer of the  
 
funds to the Ford Theatre Foundation. 
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